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without taking offence at its ungracious form. At this
time military impressions were dominant in the King's
mind; and the strong need he felt of pursuing the hitherto
dazzling course of victory perhaps influenced him more
than political and diplomatic considerations.

The only residuum that the above note of the King's*
which the Crown Prince brought me, left in my mind was
the recollection of the violent agitation into which I had
been obliged to put my old master, in order to obtain
what I considered essential to the interests of the country
if I were to remain responsible. To this day these and
similar occurrences have left no other impression upon me
than the painful recollection that I had been obliged to
vex a master whom personally I loved as I did him.

After the preliminaries with Austria had been signed,
the plenipotentiaries of Wurtemberg, Baden,, and Darm-
stadt appeared. I refused for the present to receive the
Wurtemberg minister, Varnbttler, because our irritation
against him was much stronger than it was against Pford*
ten. Politically he was more skilful than the latter, but, on
the other hand,, less fettered by German national scruples.
His temper at the outbreak of the war had expressed itself
in a * Vast victis I * and was to be explained by the rela-
tions between Stuttgart and France, which were chiefly
maintained by the partiality of the Queen of Holland, a
Wurtemberg princess*

As long as I remained at Frankfort she took much
interest in me, encouraging me in my opposition to Aus-
trian policy, and further evincing her anti-Austrian senti-
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